Minutes – PLTC PPC Meeting August 20, 2005

Present: Margie Norris, Michael Smith, David Powers, Andy Clifford, Dean Paret, Carol Johnson, Mary Lewis.  Absent: Steve Daniel.

Margie Norris agreed to serve as Chair of the PLTC Public Policy Committee.  She defined this role as administrative and organizational.  All members present agreed to be active members with defined responsibilities and contributions to the PPC.  They primary focus of the meeting was identifying individual responsibilities.  In order to get all members familiar with the committee, Margie will distribute the original mission and goals, the list that identifies the 8 carriers most represented by the PLTC membership, and a list of all Medicare Part B carriers.  Dean will send a list of regional offices to the PPC members.  In addition, Margie will distribute information about the agreement formed with Steve McEllin, policy consultant.

There were five main areas of work defined by the group (there is some overlap). 

(1) State and Federal Legislation

(2) Monitoring LMRPs

(3) Education about

a. Roles 

b. Ethics

c. Language

(4) Resources for Members and Others

(5) Defining Roles for Consultant

Michael and Carol will work on issue of medical necessity.  They will review carriers’ definitions of medical necessity and develop a definition that we can use as a model to propose to carriers.

Andy will draft a double-sided one page description of psychologists’ role in LTC settings.  This will be used as an educational effort and planned on collaborating with the PLTC Research Committee to get information. There will be specific domains on this two-page document that will be available on the PLTC website, and each domain will be linked to a longer 1-2 page PDF file with more detail on each specific subject and include more expanded information resources and references.  Andy will also link with the Association of Medical Directors and AMHA (NH administrators association).  (Andy please clarify these asso titles.)  (Dean, were you planning to help Andy with this?  You mentioned having contact with Keith Rapp.)

David will continue as the liaison to the Mental Health and Aging Coalition.  He will also be the contact person with Diane Elmore, who will soon be returning to the APA Public Policy Office.

Dean will work with Steve McEllin on getting psychologists admitted into Carrier Advisory Committee meetings.

Each member will also identify which carrier from the top 8 they will follow.  Further work on individual responsibilities will continue.

