Summary: PLTC Research Committee Meeting at APA, 2005

Dear Committee Members,

Thanks to all of the members who were able to meet on Saturday after the PLTC meeting!  I think we accomplished a lot in a very short period of time.


I would like to update the entire group regarding our discussion.  

First, as a committee, we would like to develop a survey to find out what psychologists do across the country in long-term care.  For example, what are their experiences, etc.  Victor Molinari and Lee Hyer initiated this idea.  We would also like to develop a survey to find out what nursing home administrators think about psychologists and mental health across the country.  We would ultimately like to disseminate the findings from these surveys to psychologists, NH administrators and policy makers.  In order to accomplish the creation and distribution of surveys, I hope you will compile a list of questions you would like to see on the surveys (for psychologists and for NH administrators) and email them to me.  I will compile a list based on what I receive and we can then work on creating a smaller list.  Dean Paret has agreed to ask Steven Daniels for information on reimbursement rates, Carol Johnson has agreed to compare barriers of past and present.  I will look into funding sources for this project.  I'm probably leaving out some of the meat of the discussion, so please fill me in if I've left anything important out of this and I'll update and send out a revised email.

Other ideas to pursue:
Andrew Clifford had some great suggestions about effectiveness studies - looking at how to measure outcomes and crossover studies and looking at comorbidities.  


Dean Paret is interested in answering questions about medical necessities.  He would like to get a coalition of people to go to a roundtable discussion and getting research information out to policy makers.  


Louis Burgio is going to look into conference grants given out by APA, NIH and SBIR.

If I've left out anyone else's ideas, please let me know.  I can be reached via email or phone: 212-342-9392.

Best,

Debbie


Deborah Heiser, PhD
Researcher
Isabella Geriatric Center
515 Audubon Ave.
NY, NY 10040
212-342-9392

